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ForYourArt launches first free iPhone/iPad application created in collaboration with a
major contemporary artist

Interactive artwork by
renowned artist John Baldessari

Made possible by Ovation, this FREE artwork enables users to create
their own still life

To launch on June 23 in celebration of Baldessari’s retrospective,
Pure Beauty, at LACMA

Los Angeles, June 14,2010 N JohnBaldessari says Gtill lifes are aboutthefleeting thingsin
life.OIn Still Life 2001-2010 has taken Baldessari@ 2001 artwork into the 21 century, enabling
people everywhere to paticipae throughtheinternet and on thar electronic devicesto virtudly
share and create thar own artworks.

With a 17" century Dutch till life as the beginning and creativity as theonly criterion,
ForY ourArt presents In Still Life 2001-2010, an interactive artwork by Baldessari available free
onlineand as aiPhonéiPad application.

Thisinteractive artwork invites users to arrangethe 38 objects in the painting oncreen to create
thar own artwork. (each object has a symbolic meaning attached to it. When someone
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completes their own still life usng In Still Life 2001-2010,0says Baldessari, Gt becomes their
own artwork. It@ notmine 1t@thdrs.O

Userswill beableto share thar till life on adedicated Flickr site, Facebook and numerousother
sodal networking hubs The applicationis also available free onlineat www.in-still-life.com.

Baldessari@ interest in till lifes began early in his career: My interest goes back to beginning
art courses and having to endlessly pant from still lifes. Thetypical objects are thingslike the
guitar, thewinebottle, theloa of bread, which are not so interesting. Even nowit@ very hard
for meto look at oneof those typical Bragueor Picasso till lifes and not want to rearrangeit! |
jus want to make it alittle more upbet, alittle more dynamic and less static. | choe a 17"
century pantingfor theorigind In Still Life (2001)because | wanted to use atypical Dutch still
life fromthat period. Thelobder isthemos important object in thepainting. 1®n just
anticipating everyonetrying to make thelobser dance and do back flipsO

He created thefirst In Still Life in 2001for an exhibition at LACMA. Baldessari hungAbraham
van Beyeren® Banquet Still Life (1667) onthewall next to an empty frame and invited
exhibition visitors to digitally rearrangeand remove the objects in theorigind 17" century Dutch
panting, thuscreatinga new still life of ther own. Visitors were encouraged to print outthar
still lifeandhangit in theroomor take it home.

When someonemakes a still life usng In Still Life 2001-2010 it becomes thar own artworkb
not John Baldessari® or Abraham van Beyeren® artwork. GForY ourArt is committed to bringing
museum quadity art to daily life, Osays ForY ourArt Founde BettinaKorek. QPatronageis the
greatest gift, and it has been a pleasure to work with Ovation, to realize this uniqueproject that
democratizes thework of oneof the greatest living contemporary artists of our time onthe
occasion of hisretrogective at LACMA.O

Orheln Still Life 2001-2010app is an excellent example of wha Ovation strives to do every day
-- make art truly accessible to everyoneOsaid Gaynor Strachan Chun, SVP Marketing, Ovation.
QW e are so excited to beable to partner with ForY ourArt onthelaunch of this fantastic new app
that will allow artists everywhere to collaborate with oneof our greatest contemporary artists.O

About Abraham van Beyeren’s Banquet Still Life (1667)

An emblematic example of the populr Pronk still life genre of the Dutch Golden Age the
objectsin Banquet Still Life (1667) present a highly realistic depiction of a sumptuousfeast,
replete with exotic ddicacies and cogly tableware. Thepanting suggests theincrease of wedlth
and power in thelatter haf of the 17" century, while also hinting, throughcarefully placed
symbadls, at luxury@ possible pitfalls. Below are some of the 17" century idees assodiated with
theobjects that theuser of In Still Life 2001-2010 is now able to recontextudize:

* Lobster suggests abundance and earthly progerity, butmay also warn of thedange's of
gluttony.

* Mouse symbolizes decay, destruction and, hence, theinevitable passage of time.
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* Lemon islinked in Christian tradition to fiddity and, therefore, to thefigure of the
Virgin. In Abraham van Beyeren@time, thelemon was an imported fruit, thusconnotng
luxury.

* Half-peeled Lemon standsfor casud excess, and so serves asacall for modeation,
warning that lifeis notonly sweet, but sour as well.

* Brass serving stand serves as a symbol of earthly luxury.
* Peaches are asymbol of salvation andtruth, aswell as fecundity.
* Peaches, split open, suggest human excess and frailty and, therefore, mortality.

* Plums are symbolsin Christian tradition of loydty, whilein Van Beyeren@time they
were expengve ddicacies, suggesting a costly pleasure.

* Orange representsin Christian tradition purity, but may also connoethefall of Man. In
Van Beyeren@time, theorangerecalled luxury and encouraged temperance.

* Silver platter recalls ogentatiouswealth and worldly success.
* Brass tray is areceptacle for nature@ wealth.

* Gilt and silver dish suggests wealth and ogentation, while the forms of fish and
clamshdl recall the bount of thesea

* Covered tall wine goblet (Pokal) represents earthly luxury, butis also linked to the
Euchaist and, therefore, to Christ@ divinity.

* Cherry standsfor fleeting sensud pleasure, but also the sweetness of goodworks.

* Chinese porcelain bowl with citrus fruit suggests the exotic spoils of geographic
expangon.

About John Baldessari

Born in Nationd City, Californiain 1931,JohnBaldessari is an artist and teacher whose
innovdive combination of text and image, alongwith his witty, rigorousapproach to teaching,
has influenced generationsof artists. In over 200 solo exhibitionsand numerousbooks films,
videosand public works, JohnBaldessari has continudly poked holesin theboundaies of art,
dyly and confidently asking questionsaboutlife, pictures and language JohnBaldessari lives
and works in Santa Monica

About ForYourArt

ForYourArt is committed to bringing museum qudity art to daly life. Based in LosAngdes,
ForY ourArt acts as a cultural producer and produes media geared towards promoting arts
paronaye public art projects and partnerships www.foryourart.com
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About Ovation

Ovationistheonly multi-platform network devoted to art and contemporary culture. The
network creates and curates one-of-a-kind programming aboutall the art people enjoy mog,
fromthe popubr to theavant-garde and everythingin between. The channd reaches a naiond
audience of 40 million housholdsthroughcarriage on DirecTV (channd 274), Dish Network
(channd 157)and on cable and telco systemsin major markets across the county. Ovation3
programming is also available on video on demand (in bath standard and high definition) in the
US. Ovation@ popuar webste (http://www.OvationTV.com) is a dynamic experience, featuring
information aboutlocal and naiond hgppeningsin the art world, as well as avibrant community
of artists who have uploaded over 120,000 pieces of origind art.

Photo Credit: JohnBaldessari, In Still Life, 2001
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